
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1822 April 12, 1999
politics. In fact, when I was deciding to
run for Congress, I went and sat down
and talked with Terry Sanford. His
words of encouragement helped me
make up my mind, and they continue
to inspire me and many others today.

Last year, prior to his passing, I
began searching for a way to honor
Senator Sanford who has meant so
much to me, my family, and so many
North Carolinians and Americans. With
the help of my colleagues here in Con-
gress, we came up with the idea of
naming the Federal building in down-
town Raleigh, a stone’s throw away
from the governor’s mansion where
Terry Sanford may have made many of
his most important contributions to a
generation of North Carolinians and a
generation of teachers and students
who will continue to make a contribu-
tion for years and years to come. Nam-
ing this building in his honor will allow
his influence to be felt by a whole new
generation of leaders.

Terry Sanford was more than a great
and admired politician. He was one of
the most accomplished Americans of
our time. His North Carolina values
and visionary leadership brought us
through some of the most difficult
challenges that beset our generation
and set us forward in North Carolina on
a path of tremendous progress that we
enjoy today economically. This gesture
is the least we should do for a man who
allowed us to view the world from his
broad shoulders.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from West Virginia (Mr.
WISE).

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) for yielding me
this time, and I thank the gentleman
from North Carolina (Chairman COBLE)
for bringing this bill to the floor and
making it possible for us to be here.

I want to rise in a little different ca-
pacity. Each one of us has one or two
people that played major roles in our
life that we can point to as a mentor in
a formative stage in our life and devel-
opment. In my life, I was fortunate
enough to have Terry Sanford as one of
those people.

As a student at Duke University
when Mr. Sanford became the Presi-
dent of Duke, and then having had the
privilege of working with him not only
as a student but then later in various
political undertakings, I had the
unique experience of getting to know
him and to be affected by him. But my
experience is no more unique than that
of hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
young people and that alone is a testa-
ment to why this building is aptly
named for Terry Sanford.

Terry Sanford was a progressive gov-
ernor from 1960 to 1964 in a time when
integration and the battle for civil
rights was sweeping this Nation. And
as some southern governors were
standing in schoolhouse doors, Terry
Sanford was opening schoolhouse
doors. While North Carolina was in

many ways the birthplace of the civil
rights movement with the Greensboro
sit-ins, at the same time it was not
gripped by many of the same problems
that affected others, and that is be-
cause of the leadership of Terry San-
ford.

As a college president, this was a col-
lege president who involved young peo-
ple at every level, who challenged us by
saying, ‘‘You can be involved in what-
ever level you can rise to.’’ During the
late 1960s and early 1970s, there could
be no more important leadership com-
ing than that.

He one time said, as some of us were
sitting around criticizing someone one
time, and he looked at us and he said,
‘‘No one is going to be able to say that
I did not give everybody a chance.’’
That was what Terry Sanford was
about: giving an opportunity.

He was a dark horse presidential can-
didate and in 1972, we did not go on to
the White House. But at the same time,
he once again gave hundreds of young
people, college students and those just
out of college, he gave us a chance to
express ourselves in times that were
very frustrating and to feel that we
were making some difference in what
was happening on the national scene.

Finally, of course, as a United States
Senator, Terry Sanford provided the
leadership that he had always provided
reaching out to those of all persua-
sions, bringing them in.

It is interesting today as we wrestle
with concerns about education to meet
the challenges of education, we are
wrestling with many of the same con-
cerns and areas that Terry Sanford
worked on as Governor of North Caro-
lina.
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He understood well the role of the
public university in his love of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina. At the same
time, he guided a private university,
Duke University, to all new levels of
national prominence.

So as a Governor, as a college presi-
dent, as a presidential candidate, as a
United States Senator, as a father, as a
war veteran, as an FBI agent, as a cit-
izen, Terry Sanford was an example to
us all. The legacy to Terry Sanford is
of course that, across this country, in-
deed I warrant across this world, there
are thousands of young people, young
then, much older now, there are thou-
sands of people that directly felt his
impact and feel it today and carry that
on through their lives.

That is why I thank the majority and
the minority for bringing this bill to
the floor, so that we can properly
honor someone who had such an incred-
ible impact on so many people.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
the first political figure with whom I seriously
identified was Terry Sanford. Indeed, he was
a mentor and an inspiration to many of my
generation who came of age politically during
his governorship in the early 1960s. He taught
us what democratic politics at its best could
be. He was a model of energetic and innova-

tive leadership, full of ideas, refusing to be
bound by the shackles of the past, possessing
a vision of future possibility that inspired and
empowered others.

This Sunday marks the one-year anniver-
sary of Terry Sanford’s death. Looking around
the Triangle region that I represent and all of
North Carolina, we must remember that our
success story was made possible, in large
part, by the vision of Terry Sanford. Our qual-
ity of life and our economic success is the leg-
acy of his commitment to public education, to
the movement for racial justice, to the devel-
opment of our community college system, and
to the growth of Research Triangle Park. Like
Terry Sanford, our area is dynamic, vibrant,
and full of hope.

When we look back on the broad sweep of
Terry Sanford’s life—as an FBI agent, a World
War II paratrooper, a state legislator, lawyer,
author, university president, governor, and
senator—we see a life committed to the great-
est movements and deeply involved in the
greatest accomplishments in this American
century.

I am proud to join the entire North Carolina
delegation in sponsoring this bill, and I urge all
my colleagues to support this legislation to
name the federal building in Raleigh for Terry
Sanford, an extraordinary citizen, visionary
leader, and son of North Carolina.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. COBLE) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill H.R. 911, as amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, on that I

demand the yeas and nays.
The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con.
Res 48, H. Con. Res. 49, and H.R. 911, as
amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 32 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 5:30 p.m.
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